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self felt the malignity and vengeance of that political party heaped upon my own head for the humble part I took ; and, now, the attempt of these politicians falsely and unjustly to traduce General Hancock for a responsibility he never had, shows the utmost depravity of human nature. While their own hands are reeking with the blood of an innocent woman,* which they had demanded with fiendish malignity, they seek to defame, for base purposes, one of the bravest heroes of the war, by the attempts to falsely implicate Mm in the infamy of their own crime.
Respectfully yours,
JOHN W. CLAMTITT.
Nothing needs to be added to this very comprehensive and detailed statement of Judge Clampitt. It shows not only General Hancock's kindness of heart and his unflinching performance of duty, but it illustrates his reverence for and loyalty to the civil power. Even amid such excitement as prevailed at that time, he recognized the supremacy of law, and yielded to the representatives of law his prompt obedience. His course during this trying ordeal is a credit alike to his heart and his conscience. the time by the whole Republican party ; the intensity of the public feeling and the infuriated demand for the; execution of the condemned parties cannot now be realised; and President Johnson, Secretary Stanton, and ,Jwlgo-AdvoiwU^(leiieral Holt, who had the entire, control of the matter, were, acting under the dictates of that political party, and simply carrying out its imperative demands. How humiliating to this intellect of the country the retleetion that, the name political party that had the entire responsibility for the, atrocious murder of that innocent woman, should now, for mo.ro political effect, attempt falsely and most wrongfully to injure a brave soldier, who so often perilled hia life to' save the, Union, by charging upon him misconduct for having in Home way participated in that act which that whole party demanded and approved at the time!
